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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

In 1J[0025], the citation of "which may include the phrase "at least one of A, 
B and C" as an alternative expression that means one or more of A, B and C may 
be used, contrary to the holding in Superguide v. DIRECTV, 69 USPQ2d 1865 
(Fed. Cir. 2004)" should be deleted. Applicant's sentence amounts to a 
disputation of existing case law, and a patent application is not an appropriate 
forum to advocate reversal of existing case law. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 12, 22, 23, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Schier. 

Regarding independent claims 12, 23, and 26, Schier discloses a method, 
device, and computer readable medium storing instructions, comprising: 
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"inputting a first voice signal" - during a method of enrolling new entries, 
processing circuitry 34 prompts the user for a new voice activated dialing entry, 
and the entry spoken by the user ("a first voice signal") is received (column 5, 
lines 20 to 23: Figure 3: Steps 50 and 52); 

"recognizing the first voice signal and assigning a recognition entry 
thereto" - the entry spoken by the user is received and the telephone number 
associated with the entry ("a recognition entry") is entered by the user, either by 
voice commands or the touch tone keypad; the processing circuitry 34 searches 
the database 36 for other references to the telephone number entered by the 
user; if no redundant entries are detected, the recording is linked to the entry 
("assigning a recognition entry thereto") (column 5, lines 23 to 28: Figure 3: Steps 
52 to 56); a telephone number can be entered by voice commands instead of by 
a touch tone keypad, so that involves "recognizing the first voice signal" because 
at least entry of the telephone number is by voice recognition; 

"storing the first voice signal in a memory as a recorded voice signal 
assigned to the recognition entry" - the entry spoken by the user is recorded, and 
if no redundant entries are detected, the recording is saved in the database 36 
and linked to the entry ("assigned to the recognition entry") (column 5, lines 23 to 
30: Figure 3: Steps 52 and 56); 

"inputting a second voice signal" - during a method of operation, a User2 
initiates a voice activated dialing session by speaking "call store 102" into his 
phone (column 3, lines 27 to 29: Figure 2); 
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"recognizing the second voice signal and assigning the recognition entry 
thereto" - the processing circuitry 14 digitizes User2's speech ("the second voice 
signal") and transforms it into LPC (linear predictive coding) vectors; these 
vectors are compared with all the templates for User2 in the database 16; if a 
match is found, the recording associated with the telephone number is 
downloaded along with the telephone number associated with the matching 
template ("assigning the recognition entry thereto"); thus, recording < "Store 102" 
- user2 > should be downloaded along with the number "214-555-1 112" (column 
3, lines 29 to 38: Figure 2); implicitly, transforming a user's speech into 
parameter vectors and comparing them to templates is a speech recognition 
process ("recognizing the second voice signal"); 

"outputting the recorded voice signal stored in the memory as being 
assigned to the recognition entry" - the processing circuitry will announce 
"calling" and replay the recording < "Store 102" - user2 >, which is the recording 
made from User2's voice at the time that User2 enrolled "Store 102" into the 
voice activated dialing system 10 (column 3, lines 38 to 43: Figure 2). 

Regarding claim 22, Schier discloses dialing system 10 has processing 
circuitry 14, database circuitry 16, and interface circuitry 18 (column 2, lines 55 to 
67: Figures 1 and 2), which are equivalent to "embedded hardware". 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

5. Claims 1 3 to 20 and 24 to 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as 
being unpatentable over Schier in view of Gelfer et al. 

Concerning claim 13, Schier suggests a confirmation process, where a 
User2 can abort a call, if the announced "calling < "Store 102" - user2 >" is not 
what the user intended (column 3, lines 42 to 45; column 4, line 44 to 46), but 
omits a confirmation process during enrollment, wherein the first voice signal is 
assigned to the recognition entry only upon confirmation that the first voice signal 
has been correctly recognized. Generally, it is well known and an obvious 
expedient to require confirmation during various phases of speech recognition 
procedures in order to be sure that any decision made to perform an action is a 
correct one. Specifically, Gelfer et al. teaches a personalized directory 
constructed based on a user's set-up input, where a user identifies an entity 
during user set-up of a database, and a user voice actuated search engine 
searches a database to provide an output indication related to the entity. 
(Abstract) Preferably, the speech recognizer stores, for each digital speech 
model, an oral representation thereof, for playing back to the user when 
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necessary for confirmation. (Column 6, Lines 33 to 36: Figures 1 to 3) An 
objective is to provide an improved apparatus and method for generating and 
accessing a telephone directory. (Column 1 , Lines 38 to 40) It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to provide a confirmation process 
during an enrollment of a spoken entry and an associated telephone number of 
Schier as suggested by Gelferet al. for a purpose of generating and accessing a 
telephone directory. 

Concerning claim 14, Gelferet al. teaches a telephone directory residing 
in a cellular telephone (column 3, lines 32 to 40), and that the system is operative 
to provide the user with suitable prompts and other messages by means of a 
display 90 (column 7, lines 37 to 39: Figure 1); "notice" is taken that cellular 
telephones operating by voice dialing display the telephone number being called 
on the display. 

Concerning claim 15, Schier discloses that, at a later time, a recording 
could be changed, if desired (column 5, lines 33 to 35: Figure 3); implicitly, 
moreover, more voice activated dialing entries can be entered; thus, there is "a 
third voice signal" that is input and stored; furthermore, a telephone number 
associated with the entry can be entered by a user with a touch tone keypad, 
instead of by voice commands (column 5, lines 20 to 26: Figure 3), so storing the 
entry spoken by the user can be performed "without intervening speech 
recognition." 

Concerning claim 16, Schier discloses voice activated dialing where the 
entry spoken by the user is < "Store 102" - user2 > or "Home" or "Mom" (column 
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3, lines 36 to 42; column 4, lines 40 to 46: Figures 1 and 2); "Store 102", "Home", 
and "Mom" are all "proper nouns". 

Concerning claims 17 and 19, Gelferetal. teaches both speaker 
independent and speaker dependent recognition (column 2, lines 47 to 53; 
column 4, lines 23 to 28; column 6, line 64 to column 7, line 5), which are well 
known alternatives in speech recognition. 

Concerning claim 18, Gelferetal. teaches database entries in a directory 
may be a street name or locality (column 1, lines 9 to 14), and a vehicle 
navigation system 66 receives a target address as an entry by speech 
recognition (column 7, lines 14 to 36: Figure 1); receiving a target address for 
vehicle navigation would at least involve receiving a street name. 

Concerning claim 20, Schier discloses voice activated dialing, which 
involves "controlling applications based on a recognition result" because the 
application is the dialing of a telephone, and a telephone is controlled in its 
dialing by speech recognition. 

Concerning claims 24 and 25, Gelferet al. teaches a telephone directory 
residing on a cellular telephone (column 3, lines 32 to 40; column 6, lines 46 to 
59), which is "a mobile terminal" and "a communication unit"; additionally, a 
record retrieval unit 50 may interface with a vehicle navigation system 66 
(column 7, lines 14 to 36: Figure 1), which is "a mobile terminal", too, because it 
is in a vehicle. 
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6. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schier in view of Gelferet al. as applied to claims 12 to 15 above, and further in 
view of Scott et al. 

Gelferet al. omits voice recognition for selecting Internet voice links based 
on the recognition result, but it is well known to control a web browser by spoken 
links in VoiceXML. Specifically, Scott et al. teaches using speech recognition to 
access the Internet via a telephone, where voice activation of functions on the 
Internet are accomplished using speech recognition from control links of a web 
browser. An objective is to provide for speech access through standard web 
pages to the Internet. (Abstract; Column 2, Line 56 to Column 3, Line 10: Figure 
1) It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to select 
Internet voice links based on a recognition result as taught by Scott et al. in a 
voice activated dialing system of Schierfor a purpose of providing for speech 
access through standard web pages to the Internet. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
Applicant's disclosure. 

Reding et al., Maruyama, and Park disclose related art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Martin Lerner whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-7608. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM to 6:00 PM 
Monday to Thursday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, David R. Hudspeth can be reached on (571) 272-7843. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 
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